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OUR SCHOOL VISION 
Together, we will create a calm and welcoming learning environment and work together to secure success for all. We will strive to create a safe, caring, supportive and inclusive school.  
Our school will equip its pupils with the skills that society and the local community demand and so we will value the skills and learning that children need in order to look after themselves, their families, their health, their mental well-being and their bodies. We will strive to teach the whole child and create life-long learners and pro-active citizens. 
ETHOS 
We believe that: 
1. All children can learn. All staff and children are able to recognise the value of learning. 
2. All staff, working at New Village, will have consistently high expectations of children’s learning potential, attitudes and behaviour and take corporate responsibility for ensuring these in, and around, school.  
3. Learning takes place in all areas of our school and through the entire learning day - inside and outside of the classroom.  
4. Children should be taught how to learn; learning how to be an outstanding learner. 
5. Consistently challenging, dynamic, engaging and empowering teaching leads to outstanding learning, resulting in a school where every child’s potential is realised. 
6. All staff will value every child’s contribution to the school and strive to create a learning environment that brings out the full potential in all. 
7. Rigorous, continuous monitoring, thorough and informed evaluation and accurate analysis of all the elements of teaching, is essential in ensuring high-level teaching and learning. 
8. Learning at New Village will produce and enhance a learning skills-set that will be lifelong; we will actively promote this for every child and for all staff. 
9. New Village School will demonstrate its commitment to quality teaching and learning through its dedication to continuous professional development for all staff; recognising and exploiting all opportunities to enhance its workforce and the learning environment. 
10. All children will be encouraged to develop as individuals.  Their creativity, talents, differences and uniqueness.  
 
OUR SCHOOL VALUES 
Determination – Resilience – Tolerance – Cooperation – Creativity – Curiosity 
Curriculum Mandate 
Our New Village curriculum will offer equitable opportunities for all pupils to access a curriculum that is rich in knowledge, experiences, understanding and language that represent the best of humankind.  Whilst instilling in our learners a knowledge, understanding and appreciation of how to take responsibility for their physical and mental wellbeing.  Through the curriculum, children are exposed to diversity through celebrating, studying and appreciating differences and similarities.  We recognise the importance of language in school and throughout life and enrich the curriculum with opportunities to develop vocabulary, speak in different contexts, read quality texts and learn to be active listeners.  Our curriculum contributes effectively to building a self-regulating, self-motivated individual who consistently demonstrates the New Village key values when faced with challenge because we know what challenges us changes us. 
Our mission statement, “What challenges us, changes us.”

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION   POLICY

	Intent
	Implementation
	Impact

	     The intent at Bentley New Village for our Religious Education curriculum is to have an informative and enquiry-based learning sequence that encourages pupils to develop an appreciation and understanding for diversity.  Children’s critical thinking skills will be developed, motivation to learn increased and knowledge and understanding of, and empathy with people and their beliefs, religious or otherwise, will be enhanced. This approach takes very seriously the philosophy that children are free to make their own choices concerning religion and belief. RE does not try to persuade but rather to inform and develop the skills with which evaluation can take place.  At Bentley New Village we aim to inspire children to acquire knowledge about their own identity and backgrounds linked to religion. Our children will develop positive attitudes and values and to reflect and relate their learning in RE to their own experience. Children will develop responsibility, respect, confidence to discuss, make opinions for and value difference thus making learning meaningful to build valued citizens in a progressive build of knowledge and skills within a variety of religions. Throughout both key stages, emphasis on personal growth and community cohesion is evident, allowing all children to gain personal development. The teaching units uses at Bentley New Village (set out in the Standing Advisory Council Religious Education - SACRE) demonstrate where challenge and differentiation can be incorporated into the teaching and learning.   
 Assessment will be made through AFL within the lesson but also through opportunity to revisit and the store of knowledge in long term memory which is revisited and switched into working memory thus having a positive impact on knowledge the children store and remember overtime. The unit overview outlines the skills, knowledge and vocabulary to be taught within a range of religions including Buddhism, Islamic, Hinduism and Christianity. Religious teaching is mapped out to ensure that pupils gain a deep understanding which supports personal development and provides a basis to which to live adult life. The lessons have an intention of providing a high quality, coherent and progressive experience of the subject, with scope for cross-curricular learning. Through each unit, children will know about and understand a range of religions and world views. 

In addition to the structured overview children will gain the benefit of first-hand experience from outside agencies visiting school to share stories and festival occasions on a regular basis.  The intent is to make sure that children understand the relevance of RE in today’s modern world and how it affects our lives.
	At Bentley New Village, we have a broad range of religions for children to learn about.   The teaching of Religious Education will include the development of enquiring minds where children are motivated and inspired to want to know more. In KS1, children begin to focus on celebrations and rituals. In KS2, there is a wide range of learning opportunities about the world’s religions including deeper understanding of the origin of those religions and their key stories and teachings. Throughout both key stages, emphasis on personal growth and community cohesion will be evident, allowing for personal development for the children from KS1 to the end of KS2 and beyond. Teachers are supported through the suggested units set out by the SACRE. However, in order to support children’s store of knowledge teacher’s will use a range of questions and recapping as well as retrieval tasks so the children are better equipped to recall and remember knowledge. This will enable children to easily switch from 

long term to working memory to aid progression. Challenge within the questioning will provide differentiation enabling development of skills and ensure all children are supported through their learning. The teaching and learning of Religious Education will be monitored through discussions with children and the provision of evidence of children’s responses. These will be in the form of ‘floor books’ ( these could take the form of recorded within a digital or written resource).
Knowledge and understanding of vocabulary is important with RE therefore children will be immersed in a range of rich subject specific vocabulary.
Wherever possible, a range of learning aids such as religious objects will be used to enhance teaching and learning. 

	·  Children will have a broad range of understanding and make explicit connections based on similarities and differences within various religions.

 Children will begin to make informed choices and be tolerant of difference.  Children will ask relevant questions and analyse findings in such things as where and how religions began and why there are differences and similarities in way of life.

Children will become increasingly aware the diversity of communities both locally and globally.

All children will develop knowledge, language and skills in relation to religion progressing through the intended subject overview and also gain knowledge from expert agencies on a regular basis   Children will gain a wider knowledge of vocabulary that can enhance speaking and listening skills within other areas of the curriculum. 

Assessment will be in the form of revisiting and reviewing support movement of knowledge from long term memory to working memory and back again. This in turn will empower the children to progress successfully and build learning from previous knowledge.

Through provision of a range of learning styles including where ever possible, encountering or participating in high-quality visits/visitors and resources children will further appreciate their own and others way of life, values and beliefs.


PEDAGOGY

In Religious Education, like all other subjects, we recognise the importance of the methods and practice of teaching (the pedagogy) we choose to use and how it should empower pupils to know more, understand more and remember more.  In Religious Education (RE), the approach outlined in this policy will be evident in pupil discussion, observations and work in books, to ensure that the learning opportunities and skill development are as effective as possible. With this, pupils will make progression throughout the year and across year groups with their knowledge, understanding and experience of Religion.   
	Teaching Sequence in History 
	Explain the focus of the RE being covered and any links to previous learning /other topic areas.

	
	‘Inform of the religion and specifics of learning intention that is about to take place within the progression of pupil’s knowledge and skill development within aspects of religion.
Starting with discussions and questioning linked to what the children know, understand and want to find out from curiosity or miscomprehension.
Sharing of the WALT/WILF

	
	Specify and display any unfamiliar vocabulary to be used and discuss and develop meaning.

	
	Verbal feedback throughout lesson to scaffold and provide AFL.

	
	Provide opportunities for children to critically review their own work and that of others including discussions to share and develop each other’s understanding.   

	
	Encourage individual reflection on the learning and skill development that has taken place.

	
	Response to assessments – children are to be secure in their knowledge before being moved on to new concepts. ( This can be a quick question and answer activity ) 


PLANNING – Y1-6
Long Term Plans are set and follow a structured sequence so that children experience a range of religions whilst developing understanding of how and why there is diversity within the world, a country and even within a community.  

A range of religions, in line with suggestions from Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education ( SACRE)  , we enable our  children are taught 

  to explore and provide many opportunities for developing knowledge in a wide variety of religions including Judaism, Islam,

Hinduism, Buddhism, and Sikhism, as well as Christianity.    With this, children are prepared for active citizenship in a diverse and rapidly changing world whilst exploring some aspects of British values in relation to religions and world views. 
Medium Term Plan
These are developed from the long term overview and follow the objectives set.
They set out the specific focus for each lesson with intended outcomes.
Short term plans (if relevant) -Encourage the use of talk partners.

 Incorporating discussions and explanations as children are encouraged to explore their own and others’ ideas, as an essential part of the learning process. Pupils will be encouraged to ask, as well as answer questions.
· Encourage independent exploration to inform learning whenever appropriate.

· Provide a challenge through tasks and questioning which provides depth for all pupils 
· Differentiate the teaching with questioning, enquiry and level of support so that the children are all working towards the same learning objective appropriate to their age group.
· Ensure that all relevant, required religious equipment is available to enhance teaching and learning. Teachers to inform/request subject lead of any required equipment that is not readily available.    Teachers to inform of resources needed from EMTAS with required amount of time required to resource.
· Provide appropriate scaffolding to encourage development of curiosity and enthusiasm for knowledge. 
Class teachers are responsible for the content of the sessions although they may be delivered by a different teacher, HLTA or TA. Should a teacher not teach the RE lesson (perhaps due to PPA or professional development opportunities), the class teacher remains responsible for the effective delivery of the learning outcomes and must ensure the person covering the lesson has been given sufficient explanation, become familiar with the planning and expectations for the lesson. This will include appropriately challenging all abilities to maximise progress through scaffolding and provision of deeper exploratory questioning. 
 DIFFERENTIATION
Formative assessment should be used throughout the lesson to identify children who need support or challenge.  Pupils’ difficulties and misconceptions should be identified and addressed with rapid intervention – commonly through individual or small group feedback within a lesson and/or prior to new learning for the consecutive lesson.
VOCABULARY AND ORACY

Good spoken language skills are important for all pupils to achieve their very best.  At Bentley New Village Primary School, we focus on the importance of language, understanding and spoken word to ensure that communication for our children is as easy, effective and enjoyable as possible.  All children will be provided with opportunities to learn new words, to understand their meanings and use them in context through written and spoken activities.  During the lesson, teachers will refer to the key vocabulary for the specific topic that is being learnt so that children are immersed with rich, varied vocabulary. Language development is a key focus for our children in ALL AREAS of the curriculum and the focus is to provide language to equip them for their future.

INCLUSION

Within most class groupings, there may be children who are working significantly above or below the level of their peers.  The expected learning outcome must be differentiated to take into account their bespoke APP core targets ensuring these children also have challenge so that individual progress is made.   
Reasonable adjustments can be made to their tasks as outlined above.  Advice can be sought from the school’s SENCO where applicable.
EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE (EYFS)
The requirement to teach RE does not apply to nursery classes but Religious Education is integrated in EYFS  through the links with Knowledge and Understanding of the World. Children develop the understanding that other children don’t always enjoy the same things and are encouraged and taught to be sensitive to this. They learn about similarities and differences between themselves and others and among families, communities and traditions.  Children will be given the experiences of having a vocabulary rich discussion which is mainly directed by teacher and has high language expectations.    
Children are encouraged to talk about their own lives and familiar events that they have experienced. They will be provided with many opportunities to cover early learning statements through kinaesthetic, auditory and visual learning. 
ASSESSMENT

Learning within Religious Education is progressive and children are assessed against the skills outlined in the Religious Education overview.   
	Formative Assessment (AFL) - (monitoring children’s learning)
	Summative Assessment – (evaluating children’s learning)

	Assessment is an integral and continuous part of the teaching and learning process at Bentley New Village and much of it is done informally as part of each teacher’s day-to-day work. 
Teachers integrate the use of formative assessment strategies such as: 
· effective questioning 
· clear, progressive learning objectives
· the use of success criteria
· effective feedback and response in their teaching 

· observing children participating in activities. 
Findings from these types of assessment are used to inform same lesson/next lesson support, challenge and future planning. This plan, assess, review cycle ensures that misconceptions are identified and steps are put in place to support all learners.  
Staff must ensure children have a solid basis of that aspect of learning before moving onto new concepts.   Religious knowledge builds on prior knowledge and the ability to make connections so gaining knowledge that links and moves forward is important. . 
	More formal methods are used to determine the levels of achievement of children at various times during the school year.  Summative tests are used termly/at the end of a topic.  Objectives are built on throughout the year so these summative assessments will inform of where children are at in the religious education.  
Use of Floor book (digital evidence builder) will provide summative assessment for knowledge and skills built throughout each unit. 
These will be monitored over time and analysed.




MARKING AND FEEDBACK ( for any recorded evidence)
Pupils’ work will be marked in line with the Marking Policy and will model how corrections should be made, giving pupils a chance to learn from their misconceptions. This could be completed as whole class if the misconception is common.
· Marking should always be focused on the Learning Objective (skills and knowledge) but errors in basic skills will also be identified.
· Children to self-assess their work when appropriate

· Peer assessment should be used where appropriate using the Marking Symbols

· Wherever possible, the checking or marking of work will be done with the child who will be given the opportunity to ask questions and self-correct (purple pen.)
· Corrections requested should be followed up by pupils and then checked by staff
· If verbal feedback is given during the lesson, the initials VF will be noted in the child’s book.
· All work should be marked/acknowledged by class teacher or teaching assistant in a timely manner (before next lesson), this can be in class through VF.
SMSC
Through various projects, mini enquiries and activities built into lessons, SMSC, (Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural) is being delivered through Geography  lessons.  
	Spiritual development
	Moral development
	Social development
	Cultural development

	Spirituality is something we see in others or feel inside ourselves. It opens our hearts and minds to those questions which enable us to reach a deeper understanding of something bigger.  
‘Spiritual’ is not synonymous with ‘religious or faith’ but we believe in giving every pupil the opportunity spiritually in order that they may achieve their potential and flourish. In order this is achieved at Bentley New Village we provide opportunities which are planned for, conversely we also recognise that a spiritual experience often happens ‘within the moment’ and these opportunities are often unplanned but develop through the children’s curiosity.  Through the teaching of Religious Education children are taught to balance awareness of new knowledge with the reality of life experience e.g. how other’s opinions and traditions compare to our own. Children are taught the importance of quiet self-reflective times and are encouraged to take part in this. e.g. during assemblies or following inquiry. 
	At Bentley New Village we try to lead our children to   understand    the codes of behaviour that govern our society irrespective of belief or indeed non-belief. We follow a course of study which investigates a range of religious beliefs, which are meaningful in the lives of individuals and groups within a multicultural society, to better foster understanding and tolerance.

Within the school community, pupils are given increasing experience of being responsible and this is extended to consideration of local and global contexts e.g. rules and laws.

Learners study aspects of all major world faiths. We are open to welcoming outside agencies/ people of differing community to visit the school to provide information on their own belief systems and values. Through experiencing diversity through Religion our children are encouraged to value what is good and worthwhile and make valuable judgements through discussion and exchange of views.  
	 At Bentley New Village we promote social development by asking questions and developing knowledge about the social impact of religion, by exploring similarities and differences between faiths and cultures and by engaging with text, artefacts and other sources from different cultures and religious backgrounds. 

Religious Education is taught with an embedded practice to encourage the children to work collaboratively with a range of their peers, valuing the contribution made by others and having the confidence to voice their own views.  We aim that the children take forward the skills of tolerance and collaboration throughout their lives. 
By gaining a knowledge of different places of worship, as well as engaging with   questioning of any visitors of different faiths we may have into school, the children at Bentley New Village develop a sense of social justice.
	Cultural education involves pupils developing a better understanding of our multicultural society through studying links between religions within the local and wider communities as also the wider world.

Cultural development through Religious Education  at Bentley New Village engages  children to build and  interest in differences, an understanding and appreciation and willingness to contribute to learning about other cultures
Out aim is for children to develop skills to  consider issues from the perspective of themselves, others and the whole world.
    


LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT

	Subject Leaders Role:
	How this will be achieved by:

	· to empower colleagues to teach Religious Education to a high standard and to support staff in planning
· to keep up-to-date on current issues through appropriate CPD; disseminating relevant information and providing any relevant training for staff members (either directly or through other professionals)
· to identify and act on development needs of staff members 
· to gain a clear picture of expectations, quality of provision and attainment across the school and providing feedback to develop practice further in order to raise standards.
· to ensure any identified resource is accessible 
· to gain an understanding of the pupil’s responses and attitude to religion and the quality of responses produced.
	· Keeping all staff informed on changes that effect the teaching and learning within school. 

· Inform colleagues of any offers from religious agencies/people outside of school that could enhance teaching and learning. 

· Carrying out regular scrutiny of work, and feeding this scrutiny back to teachers through termly health check and TOAP. 

· Attend specific meetings linked to the teaching and learning of religion.

· Classroom observation of religious education including questioning of children followed   with written feedback

·  Looking at any displays in classrooms and corridors, quality of work, learning intentions and links to religion. 
· Monitoring and analysing recorded digital evidence.

· Clear resource location and information of resource provision.



BENTLEY NEW VILLAGE HISTORY  NON-NEGOTIABLE EXPECTATIONS

· Learning Objectives taken from the subject overview linked to the National Curriculum
· Learning Objective (WALT) and Success Criteria (WILF) to be discussed and shared with children
· WALT to be clear on all work (perhaps glued in for younger or less able pupils)
· Language and vocabulary should be age-appropriate in discussions and used by adults and children
· Wherever possible, Teaching Assistants support individuals, pairs or groups of children in all aspects of the lesson
·  Use of photographs can be used to evidence more practical learning. 
Where work is recorded in books 
· All work to be dated with the long date.
· Good presentation to be insisted upon.  Writing as per writing expectations.
· Marking to follow school marking policy 
· Correct use of basic skills to be maintained when recording work
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