Reading
Choose a book you want to read
	Day 1
	Listen to your child read and ask the questions from the Retrieval Questions with Rex mat, if you want a challenge, use the Inference mat
Ask your child to say some of the answers and possibly write some of them down too. 

	Day 2
	Listen to your child read and ask 5 questions from the Summarising Questions with Sheba mat.

	Day 3
	60 second read 

	Day 4
	60 second red 

	Day 5
	Reading comprehension activity 
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Rollercoasters

The rollercoaster has been a fashionable ride for many
years, with one of the first recorded rollercoasters
opening in Paris in 1817. Historically, it is believed
that the rollercoaster was inspired by sledging on the
icy Russian Mountains. The popularity of the coaster
did not spread initially. It wasn't until 1884 that the
first notable and highly admired rollercoaster was
opened in New York, USA, with a runaway train style
ride. The coaster ran on wooden tracks and was an
instant success.

Today, a rollercoaster track can either be a complete
circuit or a shuttle-track, allowing the cars —
individual or multiple — to run in both directions.
Modern rollercoasters are, of I

course, much faster than
the original models and
safety standards have
notably increased
since then.

Quick Questions

1. When did the first well-known rollercoaster
open? Where?

2. Find and copy two words which tell you that
rollercoasters are well-liked.

3. How do rollercoasters of the past compare with
the modern day?

4. Summarise the information about the original
rollercoasters in 20 words or less.
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Polar Animals

Polar Bears

Polar bears are very large, meat-eating mammals that can be
found in the Arctic. Mammals are animals with fur and warm
blood. Fully-grown polar bears can measure over 2.5m long and
weigh around 700kg. They are not like other bears because they
spend most of their lives swimming and hunting on ice for food.
They only come onto land to have babies

Polar bear cubs stay in their dens for up to five months after they
are born and stay with their mums for up to 2 years after that

Wow!

| Polar bears are strong swimmers, using
their huge feet ike paddles to push through
the water. They can swim for hours to get
from one piece of ice to another.

Polar bears live at the very top of our planet, and it is bitterly
cold there. Water and steam will freeze almost instantly in the
Arctic in winter. Thankfully, polar bears are adapted

for this environment. They have a thick layer

of fat which keeps heat trapped inside their

bodies. They also have a thick coat that keeps

them warm and also helps them to blend in

with the snow. Despite how it might look, a

polar bear's fur isn't really white. It's actually

transparent (see-through) and it reflects light

to look white
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Penguins

Penguins are birds that spend much of their lives in the water
and unlike most other birds, they cannot fly. Penguins do
have wings but they are more like flippers to help them swim
As they live in water, their bodies have adapted so that they
can swim brilliantly to catch food. Their bodies are smooth
and dart-shaped so they glide easily through the water. They
have dark feathers with light patches which help them to
blend in so they are difficult to spot. This is a very useful way to
trick predators and avoid being eaten!
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Penguins don't have to swim in deep water as the fish they
catch are found near to the surface. Their feathers make their
bodies waterproof.

Penguins are found on every continent in the southern hemisphere
(the bottom half of the world). Most people think that penguins
only live in the ice and snow but there are some species that
live in warmer climates. The hottest penguin
habitat is the Galapagos Islands, where
temperatures can reach as high as 32°C.
Emperor and Adélie penguins live in Antarctica
in temperatures as low as -60°C. Emperor
penguins are the only animals to stay on
the open ice during an Antarctic winter,
huddling together to survive the worst weather
conditions on earth.
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Questions

. What is a mammal?
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. How long are adult polar bears?

. What happens to steam and water in an Arctic winter?

. What colour is a polar bear’s fur?

. What does ‘adapted” mean?

. Why do penguins have dark feathers with light patches?

. Where are emperor penguins found?

. Which s your favourite: a polar bear or penguin? Why?
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Summarising Questions with Sheba

What is the main point in this
plurugraph? Is it mentioned anywhere
else?

Sum up what has happened so far in X
words/seconds or less.

Which is the most
important point in these
paragraphs? Why?

Do any sections/paragraphs
deal with the same themes?
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Retrieval Questions with Rex
Find the... in this text. Is it anywhere
else?

When/where is this story set? How do
you know?

Find the part of the story
that best describes the
setting.

What do you think is
happening here? Why?

What might this mean?




image3.png
What Might Inference Iggy Ask?

Inference Iggy might ask questions like these:

What makes you think...? Give evidence to support your answer.
What impression are we given about...? Why?

Why did the character behave like this?

How does this character feel about the situation? How do you know?
Why is... important? Explain your answer.

Which character would you most like to meet? Explain why.
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Help!

The trees were like inky giants menacingly looming over
the house with twisted, reaching arms. Their decaging
leaves rustled loudly and the air smelled damp.

Lucy arrived at the door. Her chest tightened. Her eyes
widened. She lifted her shaking, clammy hand to knock
on the door but before she could touch it it creaked
open...

They wouldn't find her here.

Slowly edging across the threshold, her heart began to
pound. Thoughts were racing wildly around her head
as she tentatively peered into the darkness, trying to
see if the coast was clear. After moments of silence and
stillness, she had reassured herself; judging by the state
of the house, nobody had ventured there in years.

Relicf.

Then, from the floors above, a small, almost inaudible
voice called, “Help... me...”

Quick Questions

1. Where did the voice come from?

2. Define: inaudible.

3. Why was her heart pounding’? Give two reasons.

4. What do you predict Lucy will do next? Use the
text to support your answer.





